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My proposal focuses on how the Chinese Zodiac and 
whether or not it is the driving factor in people’s beliefs. 
A previous study was done in Hong Kong to analyze 
birth rates relation to the Chinese Zodiac. I would like 
to examine the birth rates in the United States to see if 
the trends are similar. If the trends are similar, then I 
believe that there is a stronger outside factor involved in 
that decision. However, if the trends severely differ, than 
perhaps this decision in the Hong Kong population was 
influenced by the Chinese Zodiac. 

This proposal is connecting a biological duty to a 
concept involving years of culture and art in the Chinese 
culture. This same project could be applied to other 
countries as well, not just the United States. This idea 
could then be used to predict future birth rates across 
the world based on the Chinese Zodiac animal for each 
year. 

ABSTRACT



We learned about the Chinese Zodiac animals in week 4 
of class. This topic was more of an extra topic, so I will 
explain it to those who have not heard of it before. The 
Chinese Zodiac system follows the moon, rather than 
constellations. There are 12 animals in the Chinese 
Zodiac system and the animal changes each year. This 
system is deep rooted in Chinese culture and often 
learned from birth. The Chinese Zodiac as well as the 
philosophy of yin and yang holds an incredible influence 
over people's’ beliefs and decisions. 

It is believed that the animal associated with your birth 
year can influence your personality traits and luck 
throughout your life. 

CONCEPT / TOPIC 



In 2002 a study of birth rates in Hong Kong was 
performed. This study was hoping to  analyze the birth 
rates of the population in relation to the Chinese 
Zodiac of the year. The researchers wondered if 
folklore played a role in individuals’ reproductive 
desires. The study found that there is a preference for 
the year of the Dragon. It is rooted in traditional 
Chinese folklore to believe that one’s personal traits 
and fortunes are influenced by the animals of which 
year they were born in. Hence, the zodiac animals can 
definitely impact individuals family planning. This 
preference for Dragon years is also somewhat recent 
when looking at the birth rates statistics and the 
research team makes several suggestions to explain 
this, including that fertility and birth rates in general 
used to be much higher. 

CONTEXT & PRECEDENCE



PROJECT PROPOSAL 

https://news.cgtn.com/news/3d3d674e31497a4d32457a6333566d54/index.html



 https://www.statista.com/statistics/1037156/crude-birth-rate-us-1800-2020/

PROJECT PROPOSAL



In conclusion, I would love to explore the tradition of the Chinese Zodiac more 
throughout this project. I think that the Chinese Zodiac system is really 
interesting and have always had interest in it growing up. I remember seeing the 
years with their animals on the placemats at my local chinese restaurant and 
finding out which animal was for my birth year, I think that applying this 
philosophical tradition to scientifically backed research is a great combination of 
an art and culture filled tradition with statistics. 

CONCLUSION

Here is my Zodiac animal, the rabbit! 

https://www.mypandit.com/chinese-horoscope/zodiac/rab
bit/
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