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Abstract
Urban agriculture, which is the use of non-traditional 
agricultural practices to produce food in urban and 
suburban areas has exploded in the last decade (1). Urban 
agriculture utilizes cutting edge technologies coupled 
with creative urban planning to create community spaces. 
I would like to research and develop a community garden 
space in downtown LA that uses innovative agricultural 
techniques to produce food, provide nutritional 
information, and a creative space for artists. This garden 
will serve as meeting space for community members and 
serve the community for generations to come. The garden 
will cultivate plants chosen by community members that 
will thrive in the Los Angeles climate. 

Example of a garden space
https://seewhatgrows.org/start-community-garden-neighborh
ood/



Concept 
This space will benefit the community through improvements in 
nutrition by providing fresh food with a lower carbon footprint (2). It 
will also provide improvements in health,  the economy, the 
community and the environment (2). 

This topic relates to many topics covered in class. First, new 
cultivation techniques which incorporates biotechnology, such as 
tower gardens (3). Vertical farming would maximize the minimal 
space available and can be controlled to insure plant survival (4). 
Other new technologies include hydroponics which involves growing 
plants without soil that can grow all year around (5). 

Additionally, this project will serve as inspiration for local artists. 
Both the Santa Paula Art Museum and Oregon State University have 
permanent collections of art inspired by agriculture, an example 
shown to the left (6) (7). Example of Agricultural Art (6)



Context and Precedent 
Currently there are incentive programs such as the 
Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone (UAIZ) in 
California (8). UAIZ provides tax incentives for 
converting vacant or underutilized lots to  
agricultural spaces (8). This garden will take 
advantage of the UAIZ program to keep costs low 
and to revamp a vacant or abandoned property in 
downtown Los Angeles.

One example of a successful community garden 
project is Mills City Grows (9). Centered in Lowell, 
Massachusetts this program transformed six acres of 
vacant land into agricultural sites (9). The program 
has produced over 45,000 pounds of food and has 
engaged over 15,000 community members in the 
process. 

One of the Mills City Grows Community Gardens



Vertical Farming Techniques

https://theconversation.com/africa-needs-its-own-version-of-the-vertical-far
m-to-feed-growing-cities-74929

https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/shockingly-freshs-vertical-farm-use
s-much-less-energy-thanks-to-natural-light/



Hydroponics

https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/special/containers/hydroponic-water-temp
erature.htm

https://www.agritecture.com/blog/2017/12/1/10-new-trends-in-hydrop
onics-what-to-expect-in-2017-and-beyond



Examples of Gardens In Urban Spaces 

https://www.youngfarmers.org/2020/06/urbanaggrants/



Example of Rooftop Garden Space

https://www.greenbiz.com/article/how-16-
initiatives-are-changing-urban-agriculture-
through-tech-and-innovation



Art Inspired By Interactions with Agriculture

https://www.santapaulaartmuseum.org/art-about-ag

https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/art/art-about-agriculture#:~:text=
Art%20About%20Agriculture%20encourages%20artists,not%20t
raditionally%20acquainted%20with%20agriculture



Conclusion
This proposed community garden space would provide fresh food to a community in which it is not readily available at 

low to no cost (2).  Additionally, the space with provide outdoor physical activity which will have many health benefits 

such as reducing stress, anxiety, blood pressure, and muscle tension (2). The garden will provide a space for community 

members to unite, provide opportunities for youth leadership, and facilitate cross-cultural communication (2). Lastly, the 

garden will benefit the environment by absorbing rainfall and the green cover will keep communities cooler by reducing 

the impact of urban heat islands (2). 

This project will be made possible by the incentive program in Los Angeles called UAIZ which will provide tax incentives 

to transform vacant spaces (8). Additionally, new cultivation techniques like vertical farming and hydroponics will help 

the garden maximize production (4 and 5). More research will be conducted to determine the best way to implement 

these techniques and research on the best crops to plant that best suit the local ecology. 

Lastly, this project will serve a community space to provide inspiration for local artists. Human interaction with 

agriculture and nature has inspired art and it will continue to do so. This space will provide an opportunity for artists in a 

densely urban area to interact with nature. This will prompt new and innovative artistic creations.  
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