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The Olympics Games gather many fans around the world and give people a 
chance to celebrate humanity. This is the purpose of the Olympics. These 
games contribute to build a peaceful and better world. According to their 
officials, the Olympics educate the youth to practice sports without 
discrimination of any kind. However, this is not fully true. The Olympics 
preparation is far away from humanity. It displaces marginalized people due to 
increase police watching as well as building space for variety 
of sports in place of residential areas.

ABSTRACT

Besides, it poisons the environment by 
the amount of deconstruction required. 
Throughout this presentation, the goal is 
to highlight the effects of Olympics on 
the environment and the proposals 
necessary to prevent continuing the 
harm on the environment and the 
planet. While this does not truly directly 
address the inhumanity; however, it does 
highlight it.



From this midterm presentation, I want to touch upon about a specific topic that we often don’t think 
about - the disastrous effect of Olympics to our Environment. Olympics symbolizes celebration of 
humanity and games, and it has been known internationally; so, it gathers people from around the world 
to watch it either live or virtually. However, in this presentation, I will be focusing on the Olympics’ 
truth hidden behind all the joy celebrated.

CONCEPT / TOPIC 

Throughout the quarter, the class has been 
highlighting that art and science go hand in 
hand to create magic. For instance, we opened 
our week 1 topic by discussing carbon in 
which in my research I found that it can be 
used for cancer treatment despite knowing 
that it can in fact on the other cause pollution. 
Additionally, in week 3 we heavily discussed 
the importance of our nature. I am very 
passionate about both of those topics. Nature 
has a special place in my heart; thus, raising 
awareness about human made pollution and its 
danger to our Earth, environment, and our 
health is necessary. 



For the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia committed to 
delivering the first zero waste Olympics. However, reports 
came out that during construction, there was evidence of 
waste dumping, blocking of migration routes of animals, 
problems for locals accessing clean drinking water and a 
reduced quality of life for many residents.

The London games fared better, achieving 31 of 39 
environmental targets. However, it dropped its carbon offset 
pledge when it couldn’t find enough offset projects in the 
United Kingdom.

Rio de Janeiro was generally regarded as a failure of an 
environmental games. Although it did plan to offset its carbon 
with support from “sustainability partners” and the State of 
Rio de Janeiro, the actual success was minimal. Only 8 million 
of the planned 34 million trees were planted and less than 
stellar results have been released for the carbon offset 
support provided by “sustainability partner” organizations.

The Olympics gain the attention of the world and thus 
represent a huge opportunity to spread the environmental 
message. Thus far it has failed to deliver.

CONTEXT & PRECEDENCE



Fireworks has always been used in the opening Olympics ceremony. This can cause severe air 
pollution over a short period of time. Many efforts have been carried out worldwide to reduce the 
level of firework-generated air pollution, such as limiting the use of fireworks and developing 
environmentally friendly fireworks. Research has suggested that the use of environmentally friendly 
charges in fireworks can reduce emissions, although their impact on ambient air quality has not been 
quantified. Environmentally friendly fireworks are not actually “green”. To make them green, the total 
number of fireworks used at one time must be strictly restricted. The chemicals used in fireworks 
must not have heavy metals and must contain low sulfur (Weig et al., 2022). 

PROPOSAL: Green Fireworks



Campaigners in South Korea have accused organisers of the 2018 winter Olympics of 
destroying a “sacred” forest to make room for a ski slope, and dismissed official assurances that 
the site will be restored to its original state after the Games (McCurry et al., 2015). 
Unfortunately, the chemicals used to treat the soil in order to produce snow leaves the areas 
permanently scarred. Therefore, the soil needs lots of treatment and healing to relive it. The 
plan must be to transplant more than 1200 trees post-Olympics. All pre-Olympics preparatory 
staff should plant at least one tree to make up what has been lost.

PROPOSAL: Planting Trees



After collecting 78,985 tons of materials 
from about 6.2 million devices; 70 
pounds of gold, 7,716 pounds of silver 
and 4,850 pounds of bronze were used 
to make more than 5,000 medals 
(Snibbe, 2021). Olympics are aiming to 
be more sustainable. The podium the 
athletes receive these medals on is 
made from recycled plastic. Athletes are 
also sleeping on recyclable cardboard 
beds and will be getting around with the 
help of e-Palette vehicles. Recycling 
prevents the emissions of many 
greenhouse gases and water pollutants, 
and saves energy. In order to make 
recycling economically feasible, we must 
buy recycled products and packaging. 
When we buy recycled products, we 
create an economic incentive for 
recyclable materials to be collected, 
manufactured, and marketed as new 
products. 

PROPOSAL: Recycled Medals



The new rules of the Games mention that much 
of the food served—including but not limited to 
fruits, vegetables, milk, cheeses, and meats—will 
be sourced from the United Kingdom.; animal 
products will meet or exceed a “Red Tractor” 
benchmark (an independent food seal of approval 
launched by Prime Minister Tony Blair in 2000); 
fish will be demonstrably sustainable; cage-free 
hens will provide the eggs; milk and chicken will 
be organic; and drinking water will be free 
(Heron, 2012). Today’s industrial food production 
contributes significantly to environmental 
degradation. Meat production accounts for the 
largest impact, including greenhouse gas 
emissions, land and water use. While food 
production and consumption are important 
aspects when addressing climate change. 

PROPOSAL: Farm-raised Foods 



"Tokyo 2020 Version" e-Palette vehicles will start to be used to support athletes’ mobility in the 
Olympic Village. The battery-electric, automated vehicles are being adapted specifically for use in 
Tokyo based in part on feedback from athletes about their mobility needs during previous Games. 
E-Palette special features include large doors and electric ramps to allow groups of athletes to 
board quickly and easily (accessible to athletes with a physical disability). The vehicle is controlled 
by an automated driving system capable of operating up to 19 kilometres per hour and is 
supported by an on-board safety operator (Toyota, 2021). Improvements in transportation will be 
able to cut emissions. Thus, carbon intensity of the transportation sector would need to decrease 
by about 50% by 2050 and even further in the long-term when combined with a cleaner 
electricity grid to stay within the 1.5-degree Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) target for global warming.

PROPOSAL: 
Electric 

Transportation 



The Olympics officials are working towards 
reducing carbon footprint, thus pollution, and 
other environmental disasters. The organizers 
are taking steps with the goal of making the 
games the most sustainable in modern history. 
However, the real question remains, is it all 
worth it? Why allowing or having the Olympics 
as the big reason to increase “valuable” 
tourism?  

People who are pursuing recreational sports 
activities in nature or countryside mainly come 
from towns. Therefore, it is crucial to stick to 
our roots and remember that all human race 
share nature and the planet Earth in common. 
So we must fight for Mother Nature no matter 
where we go. Protecting our environment 
means protecting humanity and health.

CONCLUSION
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